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"Not before six months", he repeated.

I made a mental note of that. It was exactly six months to the very
day when war was declared. That young man knew something.

The neutrality of Belgium was mentioned, and I ventured to say that I
regretted it, and thought that it would be better if he made a military
alliance with France, and other countries who might form a defensive
bloc in case of German aggression.

"No!" he said. "My neutrality will be very helpful to France by
giving her a left flank on the Belgian frontier. It shortens the French
line. The Germans won't attack Belgium this time."

He was wrong about that, though he knew that the war would not
start for six months.

He began to talk of human history in a philosophical way.

"It all moves in cycles of civilisation. If one studies history one sees
that most civilisations have about five hundred years after climbing up
the curve which leads to their zenith. Then they begin to decline. It
seems a kind of law or destiny. England is only just beginning to climb
up to the zenith."

I was astonished at that, and told the young King that I thought
England had reached her peak in the Victorian era and now was on the
descending curve.

"No, no!" he said. "England will have five hundred years ahead
before she reaches the summit of her civilisation. I am certain of that."

"Well, that's very hopeful for us/' I said, cheerfully; "I am glad to
hear it."

He began to talk of his Eton days and asked after friends he had made
there, some of whom I knew. He was so English in his manner and way
of speech that one almost forgot that he was a Belgian.

Our conversation was interrupted by two gentlemen who brought
urgent messages about the political crisis* The young King retired with
them to a corner of the room where they talked long and earnestly.

Then they departed and Leopold came back to talk to the ladies of
our little party and was very simple and charming with them. Not much
more than a year later he surrendered with his broken army and became
a prisoner of war in the hands of the Germans.
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THE MAN OF MUNICH
Then came Munich and 'The Man with the Umbrella'.  Neville
Chamberlain's efforts at appeasement are now regarded by Left Wing